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Desde pequeña, siempre me han cautivado 
los rostros y cómo los «leemos» como 
indicadores de la personalidad de alguien. 
También me fascina la dualidad de la 
apariencia perfecta ― generalmente a 
distancia ― y la realidad imperfecta desde 
cerca. 

Poner en práctica mis estudios artísticos ha 
sido un enorme trabajo. Y al final, empecé 
casi por casualidad: al hacer un retrato de mi 
hija con restos de cristal en el estudio de mi 
marido Dirk Neefs.

El resultado fue asombroso e intrigante – 
para mí y para los demás. Había desarrollado 
intuitivamente un estilo y un método de 
trabajo con los que poder expresar mi 
creatividad y sentido artístico. Y mi trabajo 
calaba en los espectadores.

Entretanto han pasado seis años y mis 
retratos se exponen en galerías de todo el 
mundo, entre obras de artistas célebres. 
Jamás me había atrevido a soñar tal éxito. 
Pero estoy orgullosa de lo que he alcanzado 
y del crecimiento en el camino recorrido 
desde el comienzo. 

El cristal es un material agradecido para 
crear. Frágil y fuerte. Transparente y lleno 
de color. Modesto y expresivo. Gracias a él 
mediante la técnica especial «glass fusion» 

puedo hacer retratos que transmiten 
mi mensaje: la ambigua relación entre 
la distancia y la proximidad, entre la 
abstracción y el detalle, entre las apariencias 
falsas y la realidad confrontante.
 
Cada retrato es el resultado de un trabajo 
minucioso. El intenso método de trabajo 
contrasta enormemente con la «fugacidad» 
de nuestros contactos, relaciones, estilo 
de vida... Quizá ese es el mensaje más 
importante. Tómate el tiempo. Detente de 
vez en cuando. Reflexiona. Mima lo que 
estimas. Y aprecia la belleza en todas sus 
formas.
 
Gracias a todos los que me apoyan, creen en 
mí y me ayudan a conmover a otros con mi 
trabajo.

Deja que tus ojos gocen y disfruta de las 
obras de este libro. 

Isabelle Scheltjens
Enero de 2021

From a young age, I was fascinated by 
faces and how we ‘read’ them to gauge 
someone’s personality. The duality between 
apparent perfection — especially from a 
distance — and the imperfect reality from 
closer up intrigued me too.

It took quite a while before I began putting 
my artistic learning into practice. And in 
the end, I seemed to fall into it by chance: 
by making a portrait of my daughter, using 
little pieces of glass, in my husband Dirk 
Neefs’s workshop. 

The result was amazing and intriguing 
— for myself and others. I had intuitively 
developed a style and method in which I 
could lay my creative and artistic ‘egg’. And 
my work hit a chord with the people who 
saw it.

We are now about six years down the road, 
and my portraits are hanging among 
pieces by renowned artists in galleries 
around the world. I had never dared to 
hope for this level of success. But I am 
proud of what I have accomplished and the 
growth path I have been travelling since the 
very beginning. 

Glass is a rewardingly creative material. 
Delicate and powerful. Transparent and 
colourful. Modest and expressive. It makes it 

possible for me to use the special technique 
of ‘glass fusion’ to make portraits that carry 
my message: the ambiguous relationship 
between distance and proximity, between 
abstraction and detail, between a beautiful 
appearance and a confronting reality. 

Minute, painstaking preparation goes into 
every portrait. This labour-intensive method 
is in stark contrast to the ‘fleeting’ nature of 
our contacts, relationships and way of life 
... Maybe that is in fact the most important 
message. Take your time. Stand still every 
now and then. Reflect. Contemplate. 
Cherish what you love. And keep an eye out 
for beauty in all its forms. 

Thank you to everyone who supports me, 
believes in me and helps me to move others 
with my work. 

Treat your eyes. Enjoy the works in this book.

Isabelle Scheltjens
January 2021

Cada retrato es el resultado
de un trabajo minucioso. 

Minute, painstaking preparation 
goes into every portrait.
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Ik was van jongs af aan gefascineerd 
door gezichten en hoe we die ‘lezen’ als 
graadmeter van iemands persoonlijkheid. 
Ook de dualiteit tussen schijnbare perfectie
– veelal vanop afstand – en de imperfecte 
realiteit van nabij boeide mij. 

Het heeft heel wat voeten in de aarde 
gehad voor ik mijn artistieke studies in de 
praktijk bracht. En uiteindelijk ben ik er 
haast toevallig in gerold: door een portret te 
maken van mijn dochter, met restjes glas in 
het atelier van mijn man Dirk Neefs.

Het resultaat was verbluffend en intrigerend 
– voor mezelf en anderen. Ik had intuïtief een 
stijl en werkwijze ontwikkeld waarin ik mijn 
creatieve en artistieke ‘ei’ kwijt kon. En mijn 
werk ráákte toeschouwers. 

Ondertussen zijn we een zestal jaar 
verder en hangen mijn portretten in 
galerijen wereldwijd, tussen werken van 
gerenommeerde artiesten. Nooit had ik op 
dit succes durven te hopen. Maar ik ben trots 
op wat ik heb gerealiseerd en het groeipad 
dat ik sinds het prille begin heb afgelegd. 

Glas is een dankbaar scheppend materiaal. 
Broos en krachtig. Transparant en kleurrijk. 
Ingetogen en expressief. Het stelt mij in staat 
om via de speciale techniek van ‘glass fusion’ 

portretten te maken die mijn boodschap 
uitdragen: de ambigue relatie tussen afstand 
en nabijheid, tussen abstractie en detail, 
tussen schone schijn en confronterende 
werkelijkheid. 

Aan elk portret gaat minutieus 
monnikenwerk vooraf. Die arbeidsintensieve 
werkwijze staat in schril contrast met de 
‘vluchtigheid’ van onze contacten, relaties, 
levenswijze. Misschien is dat nog wel de 
belangrijkste boodschap. Neem je tijd. Sta 
af en toe even stil. Bezin. Koester wat je lief 
is. En heb oog voor schoonheid in al zijn 
vormen. 

Bedankt aan iedereen die mij steunt, in mij 
gelooft en mij helpt om anderen te beroeren 
met mijn werk. 

Geef je ogen de kost en geniet van de 
werken in dit boek. 

Isabelle Scheltjens
Januari 2021

Aan elk portret gaat minutieus 
monnikenwerk vooraf.
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A new way of portrait making, 
thousands of pieces of glass

optically form an image.
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Lilou 152 cm x 114 cm Behind Blue Eyes 166 cm x 125 cm
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Serendipity 166 cm x 125 cm Lush Life 166 cm x 125 cm
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Ambrosine 133 cm x 101 cm Allegra 166 cm x 125 cm
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Jazlin 177 cm x 135 cm Marilyn Monroe 152 cm x 114 cm
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Isabelle developed a
unique glass-fusing technique,

whereby pieces of glass
in different colours, sizes and textures

are melted together.
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Kiss the Breeze 114 cm x 52 cm Parle Moi 140 cm x 105 cm
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Ana 166 cm x 125 cm Silence is Golden 166 cm x 125 cm
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Elektra 166 cm x 125 cm
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Celebrate 166 cm x 125 cm



34 35



36 37

But not tonight 166 cm x 125 cm Loreana 166 cm x 125 cm
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Lush Love 166 cm x 125 cm Cuberdon 133 cm x 110 cm
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Carsy (lines) 166 cm x 125 cm
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The Sweetest Perfection 152 cm x 114 cm Ani (green lines) 152 cm x 114 cm
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Tess 166 cm x 125 cm
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Elize 166 cm x 125 cm Ceci n'est pas un Magritte 152 cm x 114 cm
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Brooklyn Master 152 cm x 114 cm Glazet 166 cm x 125 cm
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Elif 166 cm x 125 cm Little Glow 166 cm x 125 cm
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Azura 130 cm x 130 cm Lovina 130 cm x 131 cm
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The colourful pieces of glass
are like the dots of paint
used by the pointillists:

forming an abstract image
up close.
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Hali 130 cm x 130 cm Ubuntu 108 cm x 108 cm
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Loreana 166 cm x 125 cm Josianne (Powder Blue) 154 cm x 118 cm
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Gusta (square) 120 cm x 120 cm
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Latch 166 cm x 125 cm Cold Breeze 140 cm x 105 cm
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Tsiszu 166 cm x 125 cm
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Janelle 152 cm x 114 cm Feguro (green lines) 152 cm x 114 cm
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Catchy Sunset 142 cm x 168 cm

Isabelle Scheltjens has given
classical pointillism an original

and contemporary twist. 
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Gisèle 166 cm x 125 cm Ma Chérie 133 cm x 101 cm
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Isabelle captures
the dance of light

and colour.
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Swat 140 cm x 105 cm Aziza 166 cm x 125 cm
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Lovina 150 cm x 150 cm
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Hypnotised 152 cm x 114 cm Ocean Eyes 166 cm x 125 cm
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Barbara 130 cm x 130 cm Jone 90 cm x 90 cm



Isabelle’s portraits require
the viewer’s participation,

as they change depending
on the viewing position.
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Kallista (lines) 166 cm x 125 cm Someone who cares 152 cm x 114 cm
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Ubuntu 130 cm x 105 cm
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Clara 140 cm x 105 cm
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Tess 140 cm x 105 cm
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Savage 152 cm x 114 cm Ani 166 cm x 125 cm
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Lio 152 cm x 114 cm Lift me up 152 cm x 114 cm



Isabelle is fascinated with faces
and their capacity to arouse

our perceptions.
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Feel for Life 166 cm x 125 cm Evanthé 177 cm x 135 cm
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Lupita 177 cm x 135 cm Juce 166 cm x 125 cm
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Everything looks
better from a distance

than up close.
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Justine 152 cm x 114 cm Hermiona 177 cm x 135 cm



138 139

Ella Jane 140 cm x 105 cm
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Liou 152 cm x 114 cm Blushwork 152 cm x 114 cm
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Latch 166 cm x 125 cm Born in Brussels 152 cm x 114 cm
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Around me 152 cm x 114 cm

In the tradition of Pop artists,
Isabelle's favourite subjects
are modern-day celebrities. 
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Drink Sangria In The Park 152 cm x 114 cm Innocent Beeps 166 cm x 125 cm



152 153



154 155



156 157

Yipe 133 cm x 101 cm Amabilis 166 cm x 125 cm
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Feguro (blue lines) 166 cm x 125 cm
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The fragility of glass
represents the transience

of beauty.
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Ocean Eyes 166 cm x 125 cm
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Elif 166 cm x 125 cm Allegra 166 cm x 125 cm
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Frou 157 cm x 117 cm Say So (Glamour) 166 cm x 125 cm
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Kallista 177 cm x 135 cm
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Hating all the faking 177 cm x 135 cm Ever Lane 152 cm x 114 cm
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Faces are the first things
we notice in people.



174 175

Spark 152 cm x 114 cm
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Tuff 166 cm x 125 cm Innocent Beeps 152 cm x 114 cm
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Eugenie 137 cm x 101 cm Ayo 138 cm x 106 cm
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Spring in Saint Tropez 152cm x 114cm Big Girls Need Big Diamonds 166cm x 125cm
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The Pop Master 152 cm x 114 cm Here in My Head 152 cm x 114 cm
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Her art gives shape
to the disparity between

what something appears to be
and what something

actually is.

The Dream Catcher 200 cm x 150 cm



190 191

Silverjam 166 cm x 125 cm
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Bliss 177 cm x 135 cm
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It’s no wonder faces
have always been

central to art.
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Tik Tok Girl 177 cm x 135 cm
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Asis 154 cm x 118 cm The future is a big kiss 140 cm x 105 cm
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pg. 40: Audrey Love 166 cm x 125 cm - pg. 68: Abby 166 cm x 125 cm - pg. 129: Dreamgiver 152 cm x 114 cm
pg. 153: Blade 166 cm x 125 cm - pg. 160: Flette (blue lines) 166 cm x 125 cm - pg. 185: Dusk 152 cm x 114 cm
pg. 195: Woppi 140 cm x 105 cm
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